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II. Final Design Status
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Avila Beach Drive / US 101 Interchange Project
Purpose and Need

Traffic congestion relief and multi-modal improvements, 
safely accommodating pedestrians, bicyclists, transit 

and a Park & Ride lot

I. Project Background and Recap
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2042 Traffic Delay 
No-Build vs w/ Project Relief

I. Project Background & Recap
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Vehicle Conflict Point Comparison

25 11

I. Project Background & Recap
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Phase 2 - Project Approval & 
Environmental Document 

(PA&ED)
• Complete Traffic Studies

• Refine Concept(s)

• Environmental Document 
Circulation

• Finalize and Recommend Approved 
Alternative for Design (next Phase)

I. Project Background and Recap

Phase 2

Phase 1

Phase 3

Phase 4
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Phase 3 - Project Final Design

• Complete Final Design Plans, 
Specifications & Estimate (PS&E)

• Transfer ROW (CT/County only)

• Obtain Approvals/Agreements

• Advertise for Construction 
(next Phase)

I. Project Background and Recap

Phase 2

Phase 1

Phase 3

Phase 4
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Prior Feedback
• Pedestrian and bicycle access is important, the 

roundabout is merited but must provide ample lighting

• Mitigate appearance of large walls with aesthetic design

• Consider personal safety and vehicular security at park-
and-ride lot

• Define and mitigate any tree removals

• Improve sight distance at NB off-ramp

I. Project Background & Recap
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Aerial View – Main Surface Features

II. Final Design Status
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Southbound Off-Ramp – Existing 

II. Final Design Status
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Southbound Off-Ramp – with Project

II. Concept Updates
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Southbound US 101 – Existing 

II. Concept Updates
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From US 101 – with Project 

II. Concept Updates
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Eastbound Avila Beach Drive – Existing 

II. Final Design Status
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Eastbound Avila Beach Drive – with Project

II. Final Design Status
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Eastbound Avila Beach Drive – with Project

II. Final Design Status
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Details, Details, Details

II. Final Design Status
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Details, Details, Details
• Plans, Specifications & Estimate require not only the 

currently 150+ plan set but a “book” of specifications 
showing how every item is paid for how it’s tied to Caltrans 
Standards

• Utilities potholing and accounting for depths not only in 
roadway but also for drainage systems

• Lighting, drainage, structures, traffic, aesthetics, Coastal 
Development Permit clearance, landscaping, mitigation 
planting

• Stage construction and traffic handling concepts defined 
and contrasted to annual events

II. Final Design Status
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Details, Details, Details
Stage Construction details as envisioned by the engineers 
include 4 major stages and will likely change once construction 
begins:

• Stages 1A and 1B are intended to build underground facilities, southbound 
ramp detours, and walls along those ramps and northerly abutment. 1B is 
the longest duration stage.

• Stage 2 will focus on construction of some outer edges for Avila Beach Dr 
approaching the interchange, west side of Shell Beach Rd, and the 
southbound off-ramp westerly area

• Stage 3 is to focus on construction of southbound off-ramp easterly area, 
southbound on-ramp and Shell Beach Rd gore

• Stage 4 will construct the center areas of the interchange and reroute traffic 
to adjacent interchanges, shortest duration stage.

 Event avoidance, mitigation, coordination with PG&E, OES, Sherriff’s office, 
CHP, Cal Fire … anticipate the unanticipated!

II. Final Design Status
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Phase Completion & Estimated Schedule 

• Phase 3 - Design – Finalize Early 2023

• Future Phase 4 - Construction 

Estimated to begin early to mid summer of 2023 (18-24 months of 
significant construction) with minor activities for close out following

3 year planting establishment period

III. Today’s Estimate on the Upcoming Construction Schedule
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• Develop Detailed “Shovel-Ready” 
Design Plans & Specifications

• Advertise and Select 
Construction Contractor

• Identify Contractors “Methods 
and Means” for Various Parts of 
the Project

Phase 4 – Advertise and Construction

Phase 3

Phase 4

III. Today’s Estimate on the Upcoming Construction Schedule
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Funding Sources and Phases

III. Today’s Estimate on the Upcoming Construction Schedule
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Thank you, this concludes our update 
presentation to AVAC. 

Please visit our project website for 
ongoing updates and feel free to contact 

our County Project Manager at the below:

www.slocounty.ca.gov/PW/Projects/Avila at 101

Aaron Yonker, PE
Public Works, County of San Luis Obispo

805-781-4644  / ayonker@co.slo.ca.us


